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July 12, 1995 7)*'[

United States Department of the Interior R ECElVEO
National Park Service PJNESPQE
Stones River National Battlefield NATIONAL DATTLERTELD
3501 014 Nashville Hwy. m'1"
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 :
Attenticn: Regina Forsythe é@g¢40’7((’7

“‘ l l"'}f Lo

Dear Ms. Forsythe: '““Fﬂ“nfﬁm"”"*“md

i‘.ll‘h o

¥ T
Thank you so much for the copies of the missing‘p&%&ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁf:““"_

the Llith Indiane history and copiss of your brquhhosy’*_u___m_ﬂ

.._n. -

I think I may have mentioned to you that I found #Ee origi-""
nal book, written by John H., Rerick, M.D., who wﬁ%
assistant surgeon with the Llith. It was in a us 00.
store in Elkhart, In, in the "rare book section.™ They
wanted 8225 for it which I felt we couldn't afford,

After writing you for the brochures, Father's Day came and
my scn got it for mel I'm enclosing coples of a picture of
Col Fugh B. Reed who commanded the Regiment and a picture of
John H., Rerick who wrote the book. Also, pages 78 through
84 relating to Stones River. Mayhe you will find these
helpful?

Itm also cnclosing coples of Daniel W, Thompson's letter
homs after he enlisted (Dec. 9, 1861), his April 13 or 15,
1862 letter following Shiloh, his Nev. 10, 1863 letter
describing life in Chat tanooca following the battls at
I"hic:kamst'..lga. His Jan. 6, 186L lettar written during the
Lith Indiana dutlies at Chattunouga mentions he has a fur-
lough coming and then his Nov. 22, 186l letter indicates he
didn't get it “"because of his political sentiment,” The
state of Indiana didn't provide for absentee ballots and
thosc soldiers who would vote Republican were sent home
to "swell" the Republican votes. Apparently, he was a
Democrst] :

-There is to be a Thompson reunion in August and I am
anxious to see A&f there are other letters that I am unaware
of, =specially those that might relats to battles such as
Stones River, If I find any, I?ll send you coples, T have
now found the cemetery he was buried in, his wife's parents
stone, and the stone marker stlll legible for his mother,
Cathar;ne Thompson == 2811 in the same cematery.

I've trisd to copy In my writing, the lettsrs he wrote so
you'll find both enclosed, I'm putting togeler an album of
21l this for my son. HMay I bore you further will a few
comments regarding the trip my wife and I made followling the
battles in which he perticlpated?
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At Ft. Donelsen the Fark bhed sn coriziansl of the some book

that my son got me. So the only three 1 know of at this time
ars in the librery at Fi., Weyne, In., st Ft. Donelson, and mine,
Mawbes you know of another? We took pictures of the "Surren-~
der House" and rear this location the Ll th Indisna was one of
the first Reglments to accept the Confederate stacked arms,

Col. Reed mentions the* General Grant rode by and motioned him
vo follow, He wasn't sure he or the whole Regiment was to
follow, so they all went,

At Shiloh, we were sbls to "follow” Dani=]l Thompson through
the Pesch Orch rd at the laft of the femous "“Hornets Nest",
and the point near th=s "Eloody Pond" where the Llith charged
the Confsderates ilate on thes Cfirst dav, Here, Confaderate
General Albert S‘Jnew connston was killed, Duh*ng the chargs,
Officisl Records indicate that as msny as 7 men in the llth
took up the Reglimental Flag as the holder was hit. The flag
ls in the Indiana States Library in Indianepolis, and hopefully
I will te able to sse arcd photograph it next Monday, to add

to the Album.

=4 TN

At Chlckamauga we again "followed" his action at various spots
along the Hapavaftr Road, includling Brotherton Fisld -- where
cn the second day, the Confcdcrate brcakthvough came., Then,
the 4lith was one of the Regimsnts that gathered on Snodgrass
hill and stood off repeatad chﬁrges untii night fell, It was
this action that saved Chattanooga from falling to the Con-
federacy and where ueﬁeral Tbomaa sarned the titls of "The
Rock of Chickamaugal' We walked saizng the ridge following the
Llith markers and at sunset, saw our first meadowlark =--
sitting on the LlLtr marker and singing. There was no one
arcund and the Pteauty and serenity of the moment - in contrast
te #hat Daniel Thompson experienced -- was very -aotional for
me.

We were able to follow the action at Shilon and Chickamauga
ir. 1=tail becauzse I luckily rfound la:be 21ld meps drawn by
Englneers and showing positlons of the Union/Confederate
Regiments and Brigades at varous hours of the action. I
think it was drawn up about 1900 after consultation with
those who were st these two battles. And, in a used book
store in Chattanooga I found "War of the Rebellion, 0fficial
Reports of the Union and Confederate Armies" with all the
battle reports made by commandsrs of the Regimehs, Brigades,
Divisions, and Corps., It wes published in 1880, and I got 1t
for just @25. It covered the saction at Shiloh and through
the selige of Corinth, How I wish I cculd get 2 copy cover-
ing the other battles he was in, including Stones River. You
can follow the individuel =2cticns from both the North/South
view,

Well, I'vs bored you enocugh. But I figure snyone who would
work at a National Batilefield would be s fellow "bore-ev-"}
Again, thanks for spending time with us. I hope to come
again as T now have maps and a better perspective of Stones
River. Tor anm,l yffets Brigadc, including Danlel w,
Thompson in the iL*ﬁ was part of the Jivision driven from
the eost alde of ??ﬂﬁﬁ% River back tc the west side and then
psrticipeted in the pursult of the Confederates after tth
were pounded by Mendenhall'!'s messed cennon. It was virtually
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the last actlion of the battle., I took photos of the marker
reading "ARTILLERY SAVES THE DAY" - near McFadden's Ford --
as well as the large monument on the hill, and didn't
realize at the time that the lith was there]

Regina, note in his first letter after enlisting he considersd
his first duty to God, second to country, and third to
parents. His parents may have been pacifists and apparently
taught him "the values" that so many politicians today are
talking about. The soldier Iriend from another company who
dled at Camp Balis in Evansville was most likely "David Wert"
in Company E, as surgeon Rerick describes this in the Llith
history stating that "he died strong in the Chrisiisn faith"
and glves his name, It makes sense, then, why they became
friends because they undoubtedly shared the ssme values.

I don't remember my Grandmother Hatfield, whose father was
Danlel W. Thompson, ever speaking about him. How I wish I
could talk to her now and ask questions,) It was Grandmother

Hatfield who gave me his original letter and the original
envelope,

Hope you are having a good summer and making progress on the
data bass, :

Sincerely,

Robert T, Hatfield
1827 E. McKinle
Mishawaka, In. KbEhS



The text, in my writing, is on the
following thres pages, Daniel W.
would be my grandmother Elnora
Hatfield's father -- Thomas Neal
Hatfield's great, great grandfather.

Thers are "coples" of several other
letters he wrote during the Civil War
~= the text of each in my handwriting,
followed by the actual “copy." He
fought in the following ma jor battles’
in addition to many skirmishes:

Fts Donelson, Tn. Feb, 1)-15, 1862

Shiloh, Tn. Apr. 6-7, 1862

Ga?inth Miss, (=eige) Apr. 22~ In. 10, 1862
Pdrryvillo Ky, Oct, B, 1862
Stonou~River, Tne Dec. 31, 1862-Jn 1,2 1863
Chickamauga, Ga, Sept,. 105-19-20_ 186 :

Missionary Ridge, Tn, Sept. 22, 1863
Missionary Ridge, Tn. Nov. 25, 1863
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NOTE: David Wert, Co. E, dies in the Regimental Hospital,from
measles, Most likoly this was Daniel W. Thompsen's friend and
they may have struck up the friendship from a commen faith, "He

. died with strong confidence in the Christian falth, and was

buried with military henors in the city cemetery, all the offi-
cers of the Regiment, and nearly all the soldiers, attending.™
(Forth-Fourth Indiana Voluntary Infantry - History of Its
Services - John H. Rerlick, M.D. Page 21)
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